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JI.LA. AHNCBKO

COBEPHIEHCTBOBAHMUE INPEAHAIUTUYECKOI'O OTAIIA
JABOPATOPHOM JUATHOCTHUKHU COVID-19: OLTEHKA
BUOMATEPHUAJIOB U THHOBAIIMOHHBIX MATEPHUAJIOB 30HAOB

V3 «lopoockas knunuveckas ungexyuonnas bonohuyay, . Munck, berapyco

I'mo6ansras manaemuss COVID-19 o0ycrnoBuia HEOOX0TUMOCTh MAaCCOBOTO TECTUPOBAHUS
HACEJIeHUSI, YTO BBIIBUHYJIO HA MEPBBI IUIaH BaXKHOCTh MIPEAHATMTUUYECKOT0 ATara IUarHoCTh-
ku. HacTosiiee nccienoBanue Obl10 HAIPaBIEHO HA CPABHUTEIBHYIO OLEHKY 3 ()EeKTUBHOCTH
WCIIOJIb30BaHUS CIIOHBI B KaYeCTBE aJIbTEPHATUBHOIO OMoMaTepuaia M Ha3zo(apuHIreaTIbHbIX
Ma3KOB, COOpaHHBIX C MOMOIIbIO (PIOKHMPOBAHHBIX U TPAAULIMOHHBIX XJIOMKOBBIX 30HOB, JJIS
[TLP-quarnoctuku SARS-CoV-2. IlpoBeneHo mpoCneKTUBHOE HccieaoBaHue 31 manueHTa
C MapaieIbHBIM 3a00pOM CIIOHBI U HazodapuHreanbHbIX Ma3koB. [lokazaHo, uTo cpemHee
3HaueHue noporosoro nukna (Ct) aas IeTeKUrUy 4eJI0BeYeCKOro TeHOMa B CIIIOHE ObLIo Ha 3
MyHKTa BBILIE, a COJACPKAHUE BUPYCHOIO MaTepHasia — 3HAUYUTENIBHO HIKE, UTO CBUJETEIIb-
CTBYeT 0 Oojiee HM3KOH uyBcTBUTENbHOCTH [II[P-ananu3a ciatonbl (cpempnee oTkionenue Ct
st SARS-CoV-2 cocrtaBuiio -3,175). Bropoii yacTelo HccienoBaHus CTAJIO TAPHOE CpaBHE-
Hue (n=217) apdexruBHOCTH 3a00pa Marepraa (HIOKUPOBAHHBIMH M XJIOMKOBBIMHU 30HIaMHU.
Craructuyeckuii ananus (mapHeii t-tect, t(24)=5,856; p<0,00001) BBISIBHI BEICOKOIOCTOBEP-
HOE MPEUMYLIECTBO (DIIOKMPOBAHHBIX 30HAOB: CPEIHSS pa3HOCTh 3(PPEKTUBHOCTH COCTaBUIIA
AM=3,74+3,19 enununbl, pazmep s¢dexra Kosna — d=1,171. Pesynprarsl 7eMOHCTPUPYIOT
KPUTHYECKYI0 BaXXKHOCTh BbIOOpa OmomMarepuasa U MHCTPYMEHTOB IJis ero 3abopa Ha mpea-
HajguThyeckoM stane. Hazodapunreanbusie Ma3ku, coOpaHHble (PIOKHMPOBAaHHBIMU 30HAAMH,
SIBIIIOTCS MPEANOYTUTEIHHBIM METOJIOM ISl JOCTHXKEHHSI MAaKCUMAIbHON YyBCTBUTEILHOCTH
[TIP-quarnoctrku SARS-CoV-2, B TO BpeMs Kak CIIOHAa MOXKET paccMaTpuBaThCs Kak MpHU-
emiieMas ajJbTepHaTHBA JIUIIb B UCKIIOUUTEIbHBIX CIyYasX.

Knrwoueevie cnoea: npeananumuueckuii oman, COVID-19, IIl]P-ouacnocmuxa, SARS-
CoV-2, nazoghapuneeanvHulil MA30K, CIIOHA, GIOKUPOBAHHBIU 30HO, NOPO2OBYLU YUK

Beeoenue OTPULATEJIBHBIM HJIM JIOKHOIIOJI0KHUTEb-
HBIM pe3yJibTaraM, 3aJep’KKEe B IOCTAHOBKE
JMarH03a, HEMPAaBUIIbHOM TaKTHKE JICUCHUS,
HMCKKCHUIO SMHUJIEMHUOJIOTHICCKON KapTHu-
HBI, CHUKEHHUIO JIOBEPHUS K CUCTEME 3PaBO-
oxpanenus [1, 2].

[Tanmemuss COVID-19 crama Gecmpe-

JlaGoparopHasi AMarHOCTHKA UTPAET KITIO-
YeByI0 POJIb B CHUCTEME NMPOTUBOSIUIEMHUYE-
CKUX MEpPONPUATHH, OCOOEHHO B YCIOBHSAX
nanaemun COVID-19. Onnaxo e€ apdexrns-
HOCTb HampsIMyI0 3aBUCHT OT KayeCTBa BCEX

9TAroB MPOBEACHUS HCCIEAOBAHUM, Cpenu
KOTOPBIX NPEaHATUTHYECKUI dTal SBISETCS
HamOosee YSI3BUMBIM Jijisi OomuOoK. VIMeHHO
Ha 9TOM JTare NPOMCXOTUT OTOOp, MapKH-
POBKa, TPaHCIIOPTUPOBKA U XpaHEHUE ONOII0-
THYECKOTO MaTepuala, a Takxke oopmieHne
CONPOBOIUTEIBHON JOKYMEHTAIINH.
OmmOKu, MOMyIICHHBIE HA MpeaHaH-
TUYECKOM 3Tare, MOTYT IPUBECTH K JIOXKHO-

LEICHTHBIM BBI30BOM JUISl CHUCTEM 3/1paBo-
OXpaHEHHs MO BCEMYy MHUpY, NOTpeOOBaB
ObicTporo pas3BépreiBaHus MaccoBoro ITL[P-
TECTUPOBAHUA. «30JOTBIM CTaHIAPTOM» JUIS
nereknuu reHoma Bupyca SARS-CoV-2 ocra-
€rcst Ma3ok u3 Ha3o(hapuHreaabHOU 00JIacTH,
OJTHAKO €ro 3a0op sBISAETCS MHBAa3UBHOW U
HENPUATHOMN I MALIUEHTa NIPOLESYPOH, UTO
MOCIIY’)KUJI0O OCHOBAHHMEM /Il TIOHMCKA ajlb-

38 Meouko-6uonocuueckue npobremwl Hcuzneoesmenovhocmu. 2025. Ne 4(36)



Meouxo-6uonozuuecxkue npoobiemsl

TEPHATUBHOTO OWOJIOTMYECKOTO MaTepuarna,
TaKkoro kak cmtona [3, 4]. IlapannensHo BO3-
HUKJIa HEOOXOAMMOCTh ONTHMH3AIUA WH-
CTPYMEHTOB JIJIs 33a00pa C IeJIbIO TIOBBIIIIECHHUS
3¢ PeKTHBHOCTH M KoMdopTa mnpoueaypsl. B
YaCTHOCTH, (PIOKMpOBaHHBIC 30H]IbI, 00IaIa-
IOIIME TIOBBIIICHHON aJre3WBHOM CITOCOOHO-
CTBI0, OBUIH MPEIJIOKEHBI B KAYECTBE 3aMECHBI
TPAIUITMOHHBIM XJIOMKOBBIM [5].

Takum 00pa3oM, TOBBINICHWE Ka4decTBa
MIPEaHAIMTUIECKOTO ITArla SBISETCS BAKHBIM
pe3epBOM IS yAYUIICHUs BCEl CUCTEMBI Jia-
OOpaTOpHON JUArHOCTHKH, CHIDKCHUS YHCIIa
JTUATHOCTHYECKUX OMIMOOK W TIOBBIMICHUS
3((HEKTUBHOCTH  MPOTUBOIMHIEMUICCKUX
MEpONPUITHI B YCIIOBUSAX COBPEMEHHBIX BbI-
30BOB, BKItodas mangemuro COVID-19.

Ilenvro uccneoosanus OblIa KOMILICKC-
Has OIEHKAa MPEeaHaTUTUYECKOTO dTara: Cpas-
HEHHE JMAarHOCTHYECKOW d(PPEKTHBHOCTH
CJIFOHBI ¥ Ha30(hapHHTeATHHBIX MA3KOB; OIpe-
JIeJIeHHe TPEUMYIIECTB HCIONb30BaHus (Iio-
KHPOBAaHHBIX 30H]IOB I 3a00pa Ma3KOB.

Mamepuan u memoowt uccnedosanusn

B uccrnenoBaHuu npuHsUIM y4yacTHe Ha-
LUEHTHl, TOCHUTAIN3UpOBaHHblE B Y3 «lo-
pozAcKas KJIMHUYECKas MH(pEKLUHOHHas O0Jb-
Huuay (r. Musnck) ¢ cumnromamu COVID-19.
Jla nepBoii yactu uccinenosanus y 31 nanu-
eHTa ObUT MPOBEAEH MapauIeIbHbII 3200p 00-
pasloB CIIOHBI U Ha30(apHHreaqbHBIX Ma3-
koB. JIyis BTOpO# yacTu ObuIO TIpoBeneHo 217
MapHbIX 3a00poB Ma3koB ((IIOKHPOBAHHBIM
Y XJIOIIKOBBIM 30H/IaMH) y MAllUEHTOB C MOA-
TBepxkAeHHOoN uHdpekuerr COVID-19.

HazodapunreanbHuple Ma3ku 3a0Mpaiuch
B COOTBETCTBUU € pekoMmeHaanusmu BO3.
s cpaBHEHHs 30HJIOB Mas3KH U3 JIEBBIX M
NpaBbIX HO3Jped 3abupanuch (GIOKHpPOBaH-
HbIM M XJIOIKOBBIM 30HJaMHU COOTBETCTBEH-
HO, M10CJI€ YEro aHaJOIMYHBbIM
00pasom 3a0upaiuch Ma3KH U3
porornotku. Bee mpoOs! mome-

6opa «AptHK Maruut» («AptbuoTex», be-
napycsk). [IIIP B peanrHOM BpeMeHU IMPOBO-
WM ¢ UcTonb3oBaHueM HabopoB «AptTect
COVID-19» (xommutextsl 2 u 3, «Aptbuo-
Tex», benapycs) Ha amrummdukaropax «Bio-
Rad CFX96» (CLLIA).

O6paboTka MaHHBIX TPOBOAMIIACH C HC-
MOJIb30BAaHUEM OIHMCATEIIFHOW CTAaTUCTUKH U
napaMeTpUUECKUX METONOB (MapHbIi t-TeCT)
B nporpamme Excel (Microsoft Corporation,
CIIIA). HopmanbHOCTB pacripeneneHus npo-
BepsiIack ¢ nomoupko tecra llanmnpo — Yun-
ka. Pasmep s dexra paccuntriBasics mo Koa-
Hy. CraTrcTiveckas 3Ha4MMOCTh yCTaHaBIIHU-
BaJIachk Ha ypoBHeE p<0,05.

Pe3ynomamut uccneoosanusn

[Ipu npoBeneHNy aHamM3a MapHBIX 00pa3-
1oB or 31 mamueHTa Oblla YCTaHOBIIEHA CY-
IIIECTBEHHAs Pa3HULA B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TUIIa
ucnosnb3yemoro Ouomarepuaina. KommuecTBo
YEeJI0BEYECKOTO FEeHETHUECKOro Marepuana (1o
3HaueHuto Ct reHa BHYTPEHHETo0 KOHTPOJIS) B
CIIIOHE OBUIO B CPEJHEM Ha 3 IMyHKTa BBILIE,
YTO yKa3blBaeT HA MEHBIIIEE KOJINYECTBO dIU-
TEJIMAIbHBIX KJIETOK [0 CPABHEHUIO C Ma3KOM,
coOpaHHBIM 30HIIOM. Bmecte ¢ Tem u conep-
»kanue BupycHor PHK B cirone oxaszanochk
3HaUUTENbHO HIXKe. CpeiHee OTKIIOHEHHE 3Ha-
yerust Ct nnst mutenn renoma SARS-CoV-2
coctaBuio -3,175 uukna (tabnuna 1).

JlanHble pe3ynbTaThl CBUAETEIBCTBYIOT
o Oosee HHU3KOM aHAJIUTUYECKOM YyBCTBU-
tenpHOCTH III[P-TecTa mpu ucnonab30BaHUU
CJIIOHBI. DTO COIVIACYETCs C JAHHBIMH JAPYTUX
HCCIIENOBAHUN, OOBICHSIONMMU 3TO SIBJICHUE
pa30aBlieHHEM BHUpYyCa B CEKPETE CIIOHHBIX
KeJ€3 U BOSMOXKHBIM HAJIMYMEM DPA3IUYHBIX
(depMeHTOB (HampuMmep, JIU30LHUM), HUMMY-
HOMIOOYIMHOB U JPyTHU€ BELIECTB, KOTOpHIE
MOryT uHruouposars peaxuuto IILIP [6, 7].

Ta6auna 1 — CrangaptHoe oTKI0HeHHE 3HaueHn Ct B
3aBHCHMOCTH OT UCIOJIB3yeMOro OnoMarepuaia

[HaINCh B TPAHCIOPTHYIO Cpe- CranmaptHoe oTKJIOHeHHEe 3HaueHus Ct

ny HiViral Transport Medium Mumens | HasohapuaruanbHblit OTHOIIEHHE CPETHETO

(HIMEDIA, Unnus). Ma30K Cuona 3navenns Ct
Boinenenue PHK nposo- |BKO 0,757 0,644 3,547

TWIA C HUCIOJh30BaHHEM Ha- SARS-CoV-2 0,559 3,190 -3,175
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Tabnuna 2 — CpaBHUTEIbHBIE XapaKTEPUCTUKH 30HI0B

MOXET OBITh pekoMeHJoBaHa (n=217)

AT HEPBUYHON ANArHOCTHKY, DnoKUPOBaHHBIN | XJIOMKOBBIN 0

HO MOXET CIyXKHUTh aJbTepHa- [apametp SOHT - Pazwocte | 95% JI
THUBOM B Clly4asix, KOrjaa 3a60p Cpennee+SD 81,99+11,89 | 78,26+11,75 | 3,74+3,19 | 2,42-5,06
Haso(bapHHreanbﬂoro Mas3Ka Mennana 80,99 74,94 3,44 -

HEBO3MOXEH (TpaBMBbl HOCa,
MICUXOHEBPOJIOTHYECKHE HAapyLIeHUs H Ap.).
Hecmotpst Ha monydeHHbIE TaHHbBIE, CUMTA-
€M, YTO JaHHBIA OMOJOTMYECKUil Marepuai
HEJIb3sl OJTHOCTHIO UTHOPUPOBATh, & €r0 HC-
MI0JIb30BaHUE MOKHO CYUTATh JOIMYCTHUMBIM B
onpenen€HHelx cutyanusax. Ilpu nposenenun
MacCOBOTO CKpUHHUHTra cOOp CIIOHBI Ui Te-
crtuposanus merogoM IIIP ominuaercs mpo-
CTOTOH W 0€3001e3HEHHOCThIO 3a00pa, YTO
MO3BOJISIET OBICTPO TECTUPOBATH OOJbIINE
IpYMIBl JIoAeH (Ha MPEAnpUsATHIX, B ILIKO-
nax) 0e3 MpuBJIEUYEHUS MeArepcoHana u 6e3
nonosiHuTeNnbHOro pacxona Ha CU3. Ecte u
Jpyrue MperMyIlecTBa — BO3MOXKHOCTh Ya-
CTOTO TECTHPOBAHHUS, TAK KaK INPH IMPOUYUX
PaBHBIX YCIIOBHSIX MAaIlMEHTHI 0o0jee OXOTHO
CHAIOT CIIOHY, HEXEIH TEPISAT HEMPUATHYIO
Ipoleypy Ma3Ka; TECTUPOBAHUE JETEeH U MO-
KHUJIBIX JIOZICH, JJIs1 KOTOphIX 3a00p Hazoda-
PHUHIeaIbHOTO Ma3Ka MOXET ObITh 0COOCHHO
TPaBMaTUYHBIM U IICUXOJIOTMUYECKHU TSHKEIBIM;
BO3MOXHOCTh CAMOCTOSITEIILHO COOpaTh Ma-
TepUal B JOMAIHUX YCJIOBHUSX, YTO CHHXKa-
€T PUCKU MH(UIMPOBAHUS MEAPAOOTHUKOB U
UCKJII0YaeT HapylIeHHWEe TEXHUKHU 3a0opa u3-
3a CONPOTHBIICHHS MAIMEHTA.

Taxke, C II€TBI0 COBEPIICHCTBOBAHUS
MOJIXO/I0B K NMPEaHATUTHYECKOMY JTaIly JHua-
rHocTukd uHpekuun COVID-19 6bi10 mpo-
BEJICHO NPOCIEKTUBHOE CPAaBHUTEIBHOE HC-
CJIeZIOBaHME JBYX THIIOB 30HJIOB (XJIOTIKOBOTO
1 (pJIOKMPOBAHHOTO) Ui 3a00pa Ha3ohapHuH-
reajbHOro Maska. CTaTHCTHYECKHH aHaIu3
217 napHbIX U3MEPEHUN IPOJEMOHCTPUPOBATT
YETKOE MPEUMYIIECTBO (IIOKUPOBAHHBIX 30H-
10B (Tabnauna 2).

Pacnpenenenue pazHOCTEH COOTBETCTBO-
Bajio HopMmanbHOMY (TecT Lllanupo — Yuika:
W=0,971; p=0,671). ITapHbIii t-T€CT BBISIBUI
BBICOKOCTATHUCTUYECKH 3HAUUMbIC Pa3IHYUs:
t(24)=5,856; p<0,00001. Pasmep sddexra
Kosna (d=1,171) yka3eiBaeT Ha OOIBIIYIO

KIIMHUYECKYI0 3HAaYUMOCTbh. J|OBEpUTEIbHBIN
WHTepBal Ui cpeaHeit pasnoctu (95% JAU:
2,42-5,06) He BKJIIOYAJ HOJIb, YTO HOATBEPXK-
JIaeT HaA&KHOCTh pe3ynbrara. Crarucrude-
CKasl MOIITHOCTh TecTa coctaBmia 1,000, uaro
CYIIIECTBEHHO TMPEBHIMACT OOIMICTIPUHSATHIN
nopor aocrarounoctu (0,800). D10 cBUe-
TENbCTBYET 00 aJeKBaTHOCTH pa3Mepa BbI-
OOpKH M HaIEKHOCTHU TTOJTYYCHHBIX PE3yiIbTa-
TOB, UCKITIO4asi BEpOATHOCTH ook 11 pona.
I'paduueckoe wu300pakeHUE, TOTYYSHHBIX
pe3ybTaToB, MPEICTABICHO Ha PUCYHKE.

BrisiBneHHOE TpenMyIiecTBO (DIOKHPO-
BaHHBIX 30HIOB OOBSCHSETCS WX KOHCTPYK-
nueil: cuHTeTh4Yeckoe (IOKHpOBaHHOE IIO-
KpBITHE OOECIMEYUBACT JIYUIIYIO aJre3ut0 U
ANMIOUPYEMOCTh OMOJIOTUYECKOTO MaTepuaia
[0 CPaBHEHHWIO C BOJOKHAMH XJIOMKA, YTO
NpUBOIUT K Oosiee d(pPeKTHBHOMY 3axBaTy
U BBICBOOOXKJICHUIO SMUTENUATBHBIX KIIETOK,
conepkammux Bupyc [5, 8]. JlanHoe xauecTBO
30H/a HAMNpSMYIO TOBBIIIAET YYBCTBUTEIb-
HocTh nocnenyrouero [IP-ananuza. Takum
obpazoM, mpuMeHeHHE (HIOKUPOBAHHOTO
30H/Ia MPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATIO CTAaTUCTUYECKU
3HaYUMO Oosiee BBICOKYIO 3((EKTHBHOCTH
3a00pa 00pa3IoB M0 CPAaBHEHUIO C UCITOJIB30-
BaHUEM TPATUIIMOHHOTO XJIOMKOBOTO 30HAA
(p<0,001). [Tony4yeHHble pe3ynbTaThl SBISIOT-
Csl CTATUCTHYECKH HAAEKHBIMU — TOATBEPK-
JIEHBI KaK MapaMeTpUYeCKIUMU, TaK U Hemapa-
METPUYECKHUMH METOAAMHU, NMPU TOCTATOUHOM
MOIIIHOCTH MCCIIEIOBAHUSI.

[TomyyeHHble MaHHBIE HMMEIOT Ba)XXHOE
3HAY€HUE MJs ONTUMHU3ALUU JHArHOCTHUYe-
CKHX TMPOLEAYP U MOTYT OBITh PEKOMEHI0BA-
HBI /17151 BHEAPEHUS B KIIMHUUYECKYIO PAKTHUKY.

3axnrouenue

[IpoBeneHHbIE HCCIEIOBaHMS IO OLIEHKE
KauecTBa HCIOJIb3yEMOIo pa3IMyHOro OHo-
JOTMYeCcKoro Marepuaia (ClIroHa U Hazoda-
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Pucynox — IlapHoe cpaBHeHHE Y3PPEKTUBHOCTH JBYX THUIIOB 30H]IOB

pPUHI€abHBbI Ma30K) MOAYEPKUBAIOT KPUTH-
YEeCKyH Ba)XHOCTh ONTHMU3ALIMK IpeaHalu-
TUYECKOTO 3Tama B JAMAarHOCTHKE pecnupa-
TopHBIX UH(pekui, B yactHoctu COVID-19.
[To-pexnemy HazohapHHreanTbHBI Ma30K
ocrtaércst buomarepuanom Beibopa ans ITLIP-
muargoctik  SARS-CoV-2, o0ecneunBas
3HAUUTENILHO 00Jiee BBICOKYIO UyBCTBUTEINb-
HOCTh TI0 CPaBHEHHIO €O cItoHOH. OgHaKo
CJIIOHA C y4€TOM €€ OoJIee HU3KOU JUarHOCTH-
4ecKoil 3(PEKTUBHOCTH MOXET paccMaTrpu-
BAaThCsl KakK MPUEMJIEMbId aJbTEepPHATUBHbBIN
MaTepHal JIUIIb B UCKIIOYUTEIbHBIX KIMHU-
YECKUX CUTYyaIHsIX.

[Tpu 3a60pe Ha30(apuHreaNbHBIX Ma3KOB
UCIOJIb30BaHUE (PIOKUPOBAHHBIX 30HOB CTa-
TUCTUYECKH W KIMHUYECKH 3HAYUMO TOBBI-
maer 3¢p¢PeKTUBHOCTL cOopa Ounomarepuaina
[0 CPaBHEHUIO C TPAJAUIIMOHHBIMU XJIOIKO-
BBIMHU 30H/IaMU. BHenpenue GprokupoBaHHBIX
30HJ0B B PyTHHHYIO IIPAKTHKY SBJISETCS Lie-
necooOpa3HON MEpOU [JIsl TIOBBIIICHUS Kade-
CTBA IMATHOCTHKH M MOXKET OBITh PEKOMEH10-
BAHO ISl KIIMHUYECKOTO MPUMEHEHUS.

Takum oOpa3oM, OCO3HaHHBIA BBIOOP
Ouomarepuaiia U MHCTPYMEHTOB JJIsl €ro 3a-
0opa Ha IpeaHaTUTHUYECKOM JTare SIBIeTCs

Meouko-6uonocuueckue npobnemwl xcuznedesmenvhocmu. 2025. Ne 4(36)

KITFOYEBBIM (PaKTOPOM, OIPEIESIISIFOIIAM TOY-
HOCTh M HAAEKHOCTh BCEH IMOCIEAYIONICH
[IIIP-nuarnoctuku. JlaHHBIE BBIBOJABI MOTYT
OBITh TPUMEHEHBI I JHATHOCTUKH OOJIb-
[IMHCTBA PECIUPATOPHBIX HWH(MEKIHA, a He
tonpko nHpexkuun COVID-19.
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L.A. Anisko

IMPROVING THE PREANALYTICAL STAGE
OF COVID-19 LABORATORY DIAGNOSIS:
EVALUATION OF BIOMATERIALS AND INNOVATIVE SWAB MATERIALS

The global COVID-19 pandemic has necessitated mass population testing, highlighting the
critical importance of the preanalytical stage of diagnostics. This study aimed to comparative-
ly evaluate the effectiveness of using saliva as an alternative biomaterial and nasopharyngeal
swabs collected using flocked and traditional cotton swabs for PCR diagnosis of SARS-CoV-2.
A prospective study was conducted on 31 patients with parallel collection of saliva and naso-
pharyngeal swabs. It was shown that the mean threshold cycle (Ct) value for detecting the hu-
man genome in saliva was 3 points higher, and the viral load was significantly lower, indicating
lower sensitivity of PCR analysis of saliva (mean Ct deviation for SARS-CoV-2 —-3,175). The
second part of the study involved a paired comparison (n=217) of the collection efficiency of
flocked and cotton swabs. Statistical analysis (paired t-test, t(24)=5.856; p<0.00001) revealed a
highly significant advantage of flocked swabs: the mean difference in efficiency was AM = 3,74
+ 3,19 units, Cohen's d effect size=1,171. The results demonstrate the critical importance of
the choice of biomaterial and collection tools at the preanalytical stage. Nasopharyngeal swabs
collected with flocked swabs are the preferred method for achieving maximum sensitivity in
PCR diagnosis of SARS-CoV-2, while saliva can be considered an acceptable alternative only
in exceptional cases.

Keywords: preanalytical stage, COVID-19, PCR diagnostics, SARS-CoV-2, nasopharyngeal
swab, saliva, flocked swab, threshold cycle
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